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XX. A New Lex sacra from Athens

F. SOKOLOWSKI

PARIS, FRANCE

J. H. Oliver published a fragment of an Athenian decree which
seems to contain regulations concerning cults.! This small
inscription was reedited as a lex sacra by Hondius in SEG 10.42.

The first editor restored hesitantly in line 1 the formula usually
found in Athenian decrees: &Soyoev T& PBolét xai T6. Séuor.
Since the restoration is very probably correct, we can estimate how
much of the text written stoichédon has been lost. Accordingly I
should like to restore and comment on a document which seems
to bring us new information on Athenian cult practices.

The mention of poletai (line 2) and the expression és yovlo
(line 5) suggest that we have to do with a law regulating the terms
of the contract for supplying wood for a sacrifice. A similar
subject is treated in a lex sacra from Epidaurus: the priest of
Asclepius was to furnish the materials necessary for a sacrifice
called the prothysis.2 In return he was authorized to levy the
following charges: (1) one-half obol for barley-corn and for a
garland, (2) one-half or one obol for wood, and (3) three obols for
other items. Elsewhere payments on the occasion of a sacrifice
were made for services, for skins and for certain parts of the victims
which were taken home by worshippers and not left to the
sanctuary.?

Such contracts were usually let by the state to private indivi-
duals. Accordingly the regulations of the cult of Aphrodite of
Cos contain a provision which authorizes the leasing of the taxes of
the cult. The contractor had the right to seize and exact what
was due if the fees were not paid.

According to our decree a charge was to be paid for wood and
for other items needed at the cleaning of victims. Wood is

1 Hesperia 4 (1935) 32-34, No. 3.

2 SEG 11.419a.

* Cf. IG 121363 S$yl/°.1106.39; BCH 63 (1939) 183 ff., line 25; Hesperia 7 (1939)
1 I, No 1, 88-91; L. Ziehen, Leg. Gr. sacrae (Leipzig 1906), Nos. 113.4, 114.1-2; BCH
37 (1913) 195, No. 20, 4-5, 225, No. 31, 5-6.

* R. Herzog, Arch. fiir Religionsw. 10 (1907) 201 ff.
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frequently mentioned in cult regulations, the cleaning of victims
or of their parts, rather seldom.5 The grouping of wood, pig and
cleaning in this inscription suggests that we have to do with a
special kind of operation, namely, the singeing of the slaughtered
pigs in the fire. Indeed such a cleaning is attested by Homer and
the inscriptions.®

Wood and other items needed at the ceremonies could be
brought by persons who wanted to offer a sacrifice. This is
clearly stated in the above lex sacra of Epidaurus: doa ke w7
ikwvre éyovres. QOur regulation seems to foresee such a case.
Persons who brought wood and other requisites had to pay
for the operation of cleaning only (lines 9-10). In an Athenian
general regulation concerning cult taxes, we find charges for
wood (phrygana) and other items, and for services.”

The slaughtering and cleaning of victims at a sacrifice were
performed by a special aide to the priest called a thytés or mageiros.®
He received for his work a reward in kind or money. Papyri from
Egypt mention a tax, mageiriké, which was leased from the state.
Rostovtzeff thought that it was a tax imposed on meat dealers.?
Wilcken on the other hand supposed that it was a tax levied on
butchers.1® The Athenian decree suggests that the tax in ques-
tion was paid on the occasion of a ritual slaughtering for cleaning
and sacrificing of animals. PGies. page 7, No. 2 reveals that a
certain Aphresius slaughtered pigs without paying the tax. The
verb parathyein seems to allude to the slaying of animals in an
Improper manner.

The slaughtering of animals in antiquity was nearly always
linked with the ritual display which we call sacrifice. This cus-
tom is still observed in the Jewish slaughterhouses. Various
taxes were customarily levied on slaughtering. The lease of cults,
so frequent in Greece in later Hellenistic times, was in reality a
renting of the charges paid on the occasion of a sacrifice. The
present decree discloses that this practice already existed in
Athens in early classical times.

5 Cf. F. Sokolowski, Lois sacrées (Paris 1955), Nos. 54, 59, 70, 72.

6 0d. 1.388, 14.75 and 426; IG 112.1356.6 and 12; F. Sokolowski (above, note 5)
No. 46, 5; Hesperia 7 (1938) 3, line 33.

7 IG 112.1356.

8 Cf. RE 11 (1922) 354; 14 (1928) 394; 17 (1939) 599.

® A Large Estate in Egypt (Madison 1922) 121.

10 Archiv. fiir Papyrusforschung 8 (1923) 179.
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In the light of the forgoing discussion I propose to restore the
fragment of the Athenian decree as follows:

["Edoxoev 7€ BoAéL kai 16¢] §éuo-
[v dmodi8dvan pév Tos m]oderas k-
[are Tov véuov év Tais] mpuravel-
[aes 7 kaTe 70 hiepet]ov hékaor-

5 [ov SareTaypéva] és xovda kai 7-
[dAa 7¢ éml kabd]ppoaTe AapBdve-
[v 8¢ 6o 6BoAd] kare oy xoipov h-
[éxaoTov mpos 8]é Ta kobBdpuorta é-
[uBaAéy BoAdv 7]0os [€]mevéyrovt-

10 [os movra hov Sei* €l] 8¢ pé, kard ke-
[padéy kai .. ... .. &Jmorivev 8é-
[ka Spaypas .. .. .. .. héka]orov

1 Oliver 4 xara 76 huep]dv Hondius 6 8¢Jpuara aslip of Hon. 9 [é]mé-
veykov Hon. 10-11 keraxé[¢ara Hon.

Translation

It was decreed by the council and by the people. The poletai shall
lease according to the law in the time of the (remaining) prytanies
the stipulated charges on each victim for wood and other items at
cleaning. One shall levy two obols on each pig. For the clean-
ing, those who have brought what is needed shall pay one obol.
If they do not, they shall be fined ten drachmae a head and . . .
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